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Michael Brian Tannenbaum reseembers
Meedlam High School in te md 19805 as

having a vibrant and sctive student hody which

takes pride im the school. Receiving 0w varsity

lewers in Boasketball and vwo varsity letlers in Fomball, Michael was
cerlainly part of that great activity, He remembers the invaluable lessons
of the imporance of leamwork and overcoming adversity he leamed
from his coaches (e Bvers, M Dennetl, Mre Welch, Mr, Nelson, Mr
Freitas, and Mr. Johan) and credits his experience in athletics at
Meedham High as the inspiration for pucsoing his greatly successful
carger m Sports. Moreover, Michesl remembers Bob Evers in panticulsr
as i Basketbull coach who demanded discipline withowt raising his voice
or chunging his demeanor--a trait Michael admives 1o this dav.

Chog thing Michael regrets aboot his time spent here ot Needham
High is that he may have taken his edocation for granted, not realizing
honw special this schaol is until after he was off 1o college. Michael
credirs his ime at NHS @s o tremendows factor in his success in the
National Foorball League becanse the MEL 15 comprised of people from
all different walks of life. Michacl believes that he got his foundation
Reere in Mesdham onhow o work with people from varied backgrounds,

While here al Needham High School, Mark Beane, onc of
Michuel’s foothall teammates and friends passed away. From this ternible
loss Michael leamed how precioos life is and not 1o lake anything,
including health, for granted. Michoel credits this experience as the most
impartant life experience he has had,

Dredicated to a career in sports, Michael becamne the youngest
Assistant General Manager in the NFL at 32 vears old, His suecess has
eome with the kind of hard work and dedication ene might expect from
an MFL guaricrback, Michael graduated foom the University of Massa-
chusetts with a B.B.AL in 1591, Four years later he graduated from
Tulane Law Schoal with his LD, Within two years from gradoating law
sehoal, Michacl became the Assistant G.M. of the Jets, negotiating and
budgetiog a 57 1000000 salary cap.

Michie! rose from his wirk ps ¢ Player Porsonnel Assistant and
Contruct Rescarcher for the Cleveland Browns in 1995, The following
year he hiad the same pasition for the New Orleans Saints wnd also

assisted in contract negoliaions. The very next vewr he began working
tor the Jets which shows o rocketing ascent in his carcer, something he
wiruld Bigve never thought possible when he was in high school,

Though the amasing rajectory of his coreer is relatively recent
and be is quite young in his carcer, Michael belicves wholeheariedly in
theer benefils of giving back to the corminunity. He volunteered for the
Salvution Army after the rugedy of September 11, 2001 He is a volun-
teer piaver for the Harlem Chess Club, & nice combination of philan-
thropy and personal interests, He hag also recently volunteercd to help
emationally challenzed wdults for the Boltwood poojects. These acts of
giving back do not include all the things he does for the New York Jets
philanthropic endeavors. For example, Michael is on the Board of
[irectors of the CFM foundation, a repional nonprofit thar coahles lower
income youths o become more invelved in spors as o way of improving
all-around pecfonmance. Michoel 15 an exteaordinary example of what i
mweans o be o rood cibzen.

MHS in ned the only one 10 recognine his remarkabie career; The
University of Massuchusetts avwirded Michael the Dhistinguished Young
Alomnus Award in 1998, Michael is often asked 1o travel o schools and
speak to vouth geoups about lis job and his caréer path. Meedham Hizh
School 3% honored to welcome him home 1o receive this Distinguished
Career Award. Michae] was not only the youngest Assistant G, in NFL
history, Be is also the youngest pecson 10 receive the Distinamshed
Career Award. Michael suvs humhly that nothing gives him greater
pleasure than to come home o Meedham 1o speak to students about his
experiznce living hiz American dream. Neadbam Hizh School is honored
o lave him back.
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